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way might be better. At the moment, among
the ways that lie ahead, we have to take one. To
keep on a way and avoid the hillock, pit or water
is the great achievement. So man has to progress
on the paths of this life and complete his measure
of days.

He had lived his days, driving the chariot of
his life over paths beset with so many dangers.
How many of his companions had been less
fortunate than he and driven into the pits or
against the hill-sides ! If the Grand-Duke had not
come to him and made him his minister, to what
dangers might not his own life have progressed ?
And if he had not been with the Grand-Duke, to
what harms might not that man's life have grown ?
He had kept him under some kind of control,
playing with him in hours of play an/3 working
with him in hours of work. This brought some
discipline into both their lives and resulted in
some good to the Duke's territory. Yet the life
they led as wealthy youths was not entirely devoid
of harm to the population. The Grand-Duke
was so fond of hunting and boisterous mirth ; his
life was so expensive. Was there no better use
for the money which the Duchy levied from its
population ? Merely because this man was Grand-
Duke, should he have spent so much on pleasure?